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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a (quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-16 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Martin et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,558,176). With regard to Claim 1, Martin et al. 
discloses an electrical connector arrangement, comprising: a first connector (18) 
arranged in a housing (146); and an actuation lever (14) arranged on the first connector, 
configured to engage a mating connector (22), and movable between a free position 
(Fig. 6) in which the first connector and the mating connector are unmated and a 
coupled position (Fig. 8) in which the two connectors are fully mated; a portion of the 
actuation lever being disposed between the first connector and the housing, and having 
thereon a clamping projection (132) which, in the coupled position, is in engagement 
with a mating clamping projection (170) on the housing. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 2, Martin et al. discloses the actuation lever is pivotal 
relative to the first connector. See Figs. 1-11. 
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With regard to Claim 3, Martin et al. discloses the clamping projection protrudes 
towards the housing. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 4, Martin et al. discloses the mating clamping projection is 
formed on the housing and protrudes toward the lever. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 5, Martin et al. discloses the clamping projection on the 
lever is resilient in the direction of the housing and is deflected toward the housing by 
movement of the actuation lever from the free position into the coupled position. See 
Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 6, Martin et al. discloses the resilient clamping projection is 
formed by a resilient portion (130) of the actuation lever. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 7, Martin et al. discloses the clamping projection on the 
lever is formed on a resilient portion (130) of the actuation lever. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 8, Martin et al. discloses the resilient portion of the actuation 
lever is formed by a spring tab (138) cut to protrude out of the lever. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 9, Martin et al. discloses the spring tab includes a clamping 
projection (tip of 132) pointing towards the housing. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 10, Martin et al. discloses the first connector includes a 
ramp projection (178) that urges the resilient lever region toward the mating clamping 
projection during the movement of the actuation lever from the free position into the 
coupled position, such that the clamping projection engages the mating clamping 
projection. See Figs. 1-11. 
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With regard to Claim 1 1 , Martin et al. discloses the first connector is a socket 
connector (22). See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 12, Martin et al. discloses the first connector is a plug 
connector (22). See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 13, Martin et al. discloses the actuation lever has on each 
side of the first connector a respective lever part (26) having a respective clamping 
projection, and the housing has at corresponding locations on two mutually opposing 
inner wall regions (interior walls opposite to 150) a respective mating clamping 
projection. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 14, Martin et al. discloses the first connector has a mating 
clamping projection (170) on each of two diametrically opposing sides thereof, the 
actuation lever is constructed as a two-armed lever having a respective lever arm (26) 
on each of the two diametrically opposing sides of the first connector, and the lever 
arms each having a clamping projection (132) positioned to engage the respective 
mating clamping projection. See Figs. 1-11. 

Wth regard to Claim 15, Martin et al. discloses the clamping projections of each 
lever arm comprise a deflectable spring tab (138) cut to protrude from the lever arm with 
a clamping projection (tip of 132) on the spring tab. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 16, Martin et al. discloses the actuation lever is constructed 
to be approximately U-shaped and has two limbs (26) of this U-shape which each form 
one of the two lever arms, each of the limbs connected to a handle portion (110) and 
terminating in a free end (114). See Figs. 1-11. 
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With regard to Claim 19, Martin et al. discloses an actuation lever (14) 
constructed to be mounted on a connector (18) arranged in a housing (146), the 
actuation lever being movable between a free position (Fig. 6) and a coupled position 
(Fig. 8) to move the connector into and out of an electrical connection with a mating 
connector (22), the actuation lever having a clamping projection (132) disposed to be 
positioned between the connector and the housing and configured to engage a mating 
clamping projection (170) on the housing opposite the clamping projection when the 
actuation lever is in the coupled position. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 20, Martin et al. discloses the clamping projection on the 
lever is formed by a portion (126) of the lever region which protrudes towards the 
surrounding housing when the actuation lever is arranged on the connector. See Figs. 
1-11. 

With regard to Claim 21 , Martin et al. discloses the clamping projection on the 
lever is formed on a lever portion (126) which is resilient in the direction of the housing 
when the actuation lever is arranged on the connector. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 22, Martin et al. discloses the resilient lever portion is 
formed by a spring tab (1 38) cut to protrude out of the lever. See Figs. 1-11. 

With regard to Claim 23, Martin et al. discloses a clamping projection (tip of 132) 
extending toward the housing provided on the spring tab. See Figs. 1-11. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 17-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening, claims. 

The references fail to teach, disclose, or suggest, either alone or in combination, 
regarding Claim 17, each of the two limbs of the U-shaped actuation lever has an 
opening at the free end for receiving a pivot peg arranged on the first connector and 
regarding Claim18, each of the two limbs of the U-shaped actuation lever has at least 
one tooth at its free end constructed to mesh with at least one correspondingly 
positioned mating tooth on the mating connector to bring about a relative movement 
between the first connector and the mating connector and in combination with the rest 
of the limitations of the base and intermediate claims. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Okabe (U.S. Patent No. 6,332,789), Matsushita (U.S. Patent No. 
6,783,388), Sharpies et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,824,406), and Saka et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,461 ,177) disclose connectors having actuation levers with projections and 
housings with mating projections. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Leon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2008. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800, extension 33. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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